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ON OUR OWN LAND
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Zgodovinsko ozadje: Primorska je bila po prvi svetovni vojni prikljucena Kraljevini Italiji. Italijani so
moc¢no utrdili mejo z Jugoslavijo in uvedli Sole v italijanskem jeziku. Mnogi Slovenci so izgubili sluzbe ali
so se morali seliti v druge predele Italije, Ce so jih Zeleli ohraniti. Primorci so zato med drugo svetovno vojno
videli moznost reSitve izpod faSisticnega rezima v sodelovanju s partizani, le redki so se prikljucili
belogardistom.

Vsebina filma: Film prikazuje zadnji dve leti osvobodilnega boja, od poletja 1943 do osvoboditve maja
1945. Zgodba se vzporedno odvija v vasi v Baski grapi in na terenih, kjer se gibljejo partizani. Komisar
Stane, bivsi §panski borec, in komandir Sova se s skupino partizanov spustita v Basko grapo, da bi minirali
progo. Dusa upora v vasi je stari Obrekar s partizanskim imenom ocka Orel, skupaj z Zeno Ano, héerko
Nanciko in vnukom Borisom. Zavedni so tudi Gradnikovi, mama Angelca, h¢erka Tildica, sinova Stane in
Dragi¢ (partizana) in mnogi drugi vas€ani. Okupatorje podpira preracunljiva Dragarica, ki ho¢e ohraniti
grunt. Njen sin Drejc je razdvojen med njo in dekletom Tildico. Po kapitulaciji Italije septembra 1943 v vas
vkorakajo partizani in v gozdove gredo skoraj vsi moski razen Drejca, pridruzita se jim tudi Tildica in
Nancika. Potem obmocje zasedejo nacisti, ki so Se trsi od fasistov — SS oficir Adolf Kutschera se odloci, da
njimi je tudi Angelca Gradnik, ki se sezuje, da bo Sla bosa "poslednji¢ po nasi zemlji". Komandant Stane
poslje Tildico k ocku Orlu. Ujamejo jo belogardisti in odpeljejo v zapor v kleti Dragarjeve hiSe. Drejc
postreli strazarje, resi Tildico in skupaj z njo zbeZi v partizane. Borba postaja vse ostrejsa, partizani ponovno
minirajo zelezniSko progo v Baski grapi. Na enem od partizanskih pohodov Tildica pove Drejcu, da je
noseca. Skupaj s tovarisi sanjata, kako bo, ko bo prisla svoboda. Spodaj v dolini Kutschera ustreli ocka Orla
in njegovo Zeno Ano, resi se samo vnuk Boris. Pribezi do Drejca, ki sam napade nemsko kolono in pade pod
njihovimi streli. Boris na Orlovem in Drejcevem pogrebu dobi partizansko ime Orli¢ in se pridruzi
partizanom. Po mnogih bitkah partizani osvobodijo Trst in vojne je konec.

Historical background: The Primorska region of Slovenia was annexed to the Kingdom of Italy after World
War . Italians heavily fortified the border with Yugoslavia and introduced schools with Italian as the
teaching language. Many Slovenians lost their jobs or had to move to other parts of Italy in order to keep
them. The people of Primorska therefore saw World War Il as an opportunity to free themselves from fascist
oppression; the majority cooperated with the partisans, while a few people joined the White Guards.

The film's story: The film focuses on the last two years of the war, from the summer of 1943 to the
liberation in May 1945. The story takes place in a small village in the Bac¢a Valley and in the areas where
partisans fight. A small group of partisans come to The Baca Valley, home place of Sova and former Spanish
soldier Stane to sabotage the railway and block the fascists. The soul of the resistance in the village is old
Obrekar whose partisan name (nom de guerre) is Grandpa Orel, together with his wife Ana, daughter
Nancika and grandson Boris. Also the Gradnik family — mother Angelca, daughter Tildica, sons Stane and
Dragi¢ (partisans) — are nationally conscious, as well as many other villagers. Calculating Dragarica is the
only person in the village who supports the occupation forces, first the Italians and later the Germans, to
keep possession of her farmland. Her son Drejc is torn between her and his girlfriend Tildica. After Italy's
capitulation in September 1943 the partisans enter the village and they are joined in the forest by nearly all
able men except Drejc, as well as by Tildica and Nancika. Soon the area is occupied by the Germans, who
are even worse than the Italians were — the SS officer Adolf Kutschera aims to wipe out the partisans and
everybody who collaborates with them in the Ba¢a Valley. The villagers are herded together in the square
and he orders four hostages to be shot. Among them is Angelca Gradnik, who takes off her shoes to barefoot
“walk our land for the last time". The partisan commander Stane sends Tildica to meet with Grandpa Orel.
She is captured by the White Guards and taken to the prison in Dragar's cellar. Drejc shoots the guards, frees
Tildica and together they set off for the partisans. The fight becomes even fiercer, the partisans again
sabotage the railway in the Baca Valley. During the long march, Tildica tells Drejc that she is pregnant.
Together with their comrades they dream about the freedom that is to come. Down in the valley Kutschera
shoots Grandpa Orel, and his wife Ana, but their grandson Boris manages to escape. He joins Drejc, who
attacks a German convoy on his own and is killed in the action. At the funeral of Orel and Drejc Boris is
given the partisan name Orli¢ after his grandpa and joins the partisans. After many battles the partisans
liberate Trieste and the war is over.



